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Rv. XIX. 10. 
For the Teftimony of Jeſus is the Spit 
, Prophecy. 
(HERE cannot be a more agreeable 
Exerciſe of the Mind of Man, than 


to look back upon the various Ad- 
miniſtrations of divine Providence 


in the ſeveral Ages of the World. A Deſire 


of Knowledge is interwoven in our Conſtitu- 
tion, and as long as this Principle remains 
within Us, the Entertainments of Hiſtory will 
always be pleaſing and delightful. 

Hereby We are led, as by a Cle, through 
the dark Mazes of Antiquity, and are enabled 
to. trace the different Modes and Cuſtoms of 
paſt Ages from the firſt Dawning of Science 
to the preſent Period of Things. 

But if We ſet before Us = vaſt and com- 


prehenſive Syſtem, which the Propbecies con- 


tain'd in the Scriptures, exhibit to Us; here 
We take in a larger Compaſs ; the moſt une 
bounded Proſpect opens to our View ; not on- 
ly the various Succeſſions and Revolutions of 

A paſt 
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paſt Events, but the future Contingencies of 
Things (where the human Eye cannot pene- 
| frate) are by a divine Perſpective, preſented 
clearly to our Imaginations. It is the Spirit 
of Prophecy, that declares the End from the 
Beginning, and from antient Times, the Things, 
that are not yet done. 

Each Prediction, though detach'd from, and 
independent on all others, is pregnant with 
ſome important Truth; but if We conſider 
the whole Series of Them, harmoniouſly con- 
ſpiring in one grand De/ign, and pointing out 
the Riſe and Progreſs of Religion and Go- 
vernment, from the firſt Infancy of the World, 
to the final Conſummation of all Things, what 
an amazing Plan of the divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs is here offer'd and diſplay'd to Us? 

The Prophetic Viſions were ſo far from be- 
ing confin'd to one determinate Circumſtance 
of Time or Place, that They often adjuſt to- 
gether, as in one exquz/ire Piece, a great Va- 
riety of Images repreſenting the State and 
Condition of the Chriftian Church in diffe- 
rent and diſtant Ages. 

Thus in the Chapter, from which the 
Words of the Text are taken, St. John throws 
together in one collective View a long Train 


- a Ifai, alvi. 10. _ | 
2 5 


„31 


of Events, which are ſet forth to Us under 
ſeveral Diſtinct Embleme, and were to follow 
each other, after a long intermediate Space. 

The former Period is deſcrib'd as dark and 
gloomy, under the Character of he great 
Whore, corrupting the Earth with her Fornt- 
cation, and her Smoke roſe up for ever and 
ever, intimating, that this proſtitute and ido- 
latrous City, would juſtly provoke the Ven- 
geance of the Almighty; and for theſe true 
and righteous Fudg ments of God, all are exci- 
ted to join in Praiſes, and Thankſgtvings ; 
which is agreeable to the Angel's Exhortation 
in the former Chapter, Rejoyce over Her, Thou 
Heaven, and Ye holy Apoſtles and Prophets ; ; 
for God has avenged You on Her. 

After this Deſtruction of the Seat of Idola- 
try, God is highly celebrated for reſtoring the 
Church to Purity and Splendor. She is now 
prefigur'd under that beautiful Symbol, as the 
Spouſe of Chriſt, array d in fine Linnen, clean 
and white : For the fine Linnen is the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Saints. 

What can be a more glorious Proſpect? 
Bleſſed are They, which are called to the Mar- 
riage Supper of the Lamb. Theſe are em- 


a Rev. xix. 2, 3, b Ibid. xviil, 20. c Ibid, 
d Ibid, xix, 8, | 
A 2 They 
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phatically ſtyld the true Seis: F God, and 
They overwhelm' d the Prophet with Such 
Rapture and Amazement, that He fell down 
at the Angel's Feet to worſhip Him. 
But how was the Angel mov'd, when He 
beheld this miſtaken Act of Devotion? See, 
Thou do it not, ſays He, but worſhip God, 
the only true Object of Adoration, and He 
mingles with His rebuke this tender and af- 
fecting Conſideration, that They both acted 
under the ſame Commiſſion, were both of 
Them Fellow-Servants, and Prop bets of Gad, 
bearing the ſame Teſtimony — For the J. eſt mony 
of Jeſus is the Spirit of Prophecy. © 

In order therefore to ſhew the Force of the 
Evidence ariſing from the Seripture-Prophe- 
cies, I ſhall conſider Them in ſeveral reſpec- 
tive Lights, and point out the moſt illuſtrious 
Marks of Truth, which they carry in them; 
'in the Courſe of which Inquiry, the diſtin- 
guiſhed Excellence of the divine Oracles will 
appear above all the Orecular Predictions of 
the Heathens. 

The fir/t Thing, which calls for our Atten- 
tion, is the early Inſtitution of the Scripture- 
Prophecies. Such is their genuine Antiquity, 
that They date their Origin from the Fall of 


Man, , Rev.xix,g. bb Ibid. 10. & Ibid. 


When 
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When the Purity and Perfection of human 
Nature was defac'd by the Tranſgreſſion of 
our Fr Parents, it pleaſed God not to leave 
Himſelf without Witneſs, nor to permit his 
Creatures, rh fallen, to languiſh under their 
Burthen ; but as in the natural, ſo in the mo- 
ral World, He commanded Light to ſpring out 
of Darkneſs. In this critical Seaſon of Diſ- 
treſs, He uſher'd in that ſolemn and gracious 
Promiſe, that the Seed of the W. oman ſhould 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 

This, (if I may fo call it) was the chief 
an upon which the whole Scheme 
of Prophecy was founded, and It roſe agreeably 
to this Plan in the ſeveral Frogreflive Periods 
of the World . 

The Scene open'd gradually: New Cove- 
nants were granted; and the Rights and Li- 
berties of the original Charter were renew d 
and confirm'd. 

In the Patriarcha! Age, as Prophecies. a- 
bounded more and more, ſo the Mercies of 
God were multiply'd, and the Lines of Man's 
Redemptian were mark d out in ſtronger Cha- 
racters. | 

The ſeveral: Revelations granted to Noah, 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and indeed every 


a Gen. iii. 15, 


Method 
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Method of Prophecy in the Succeeding Ages, 
whether by Urim and Thummim, by a Voice 
From Heaven, by Dreams, Tvpes, or Vifiens, 
as They could be inſtituted by no other, than 
the divine Wiſdom, ſo They were truly wor- 
thy of His Interpoſal; They all carry in them, 
the moſt awful and ſtriking Circumſtances, 
are adapted to the Genius of the Jeuiſb Peo- 
ple, are viſible Memorials of divine Provi- 
dence, and declarative of the Lamb /lam from 
the Foundation of the World. 

Theſe Methods of foretelling future Events 
in the early Ages of the World, were abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary to check the Abominations of 
the Heathens, which he Law of Moſes ex- 
preſly forbids, * and to prevent the Minds of 
the Jews from being drawn afide by the En- 
chantments of Pagan Oracles. Without theſe 
Reſtraints, as Origen obſerves, the Jews might 
have been too apt to mu from the Reli- 
gion of their Fathers. 

But notwithſtanding the Antiquity of the 
Scripture-Predictions, though their firſt Com- 
mencement was almoſt as old as the Creation, 
yet Some Unbelievers have taken great Pains 
to invalidate this Te/t:mony of the Spirit, and 


a Deut. xvii. 9, 10, 11, b Origen contri Celſum. Lib. 
1. p. 28. 
with 
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with. an Air of Triumph peculiar to Them- 
| ſelves, have repreſented the Scripture Me- 
thods of divining, as but fraudulent Tricks of 
later Date, than thoſe of Paganiſm, and con- 
triy d only as counterfeit Reſemblances in Imi- 
tation of Them. The Candidates for Propbe- 
cy (ſays the Author of the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons) were taught the Rules of Divination 
praftisd by the Pagans, who were ſkill'd there- 
in, and in Poſſeſſion of the Art long. fore 
Them. * 

There might indeed be ſome Colour for 
this Objection, if the Word of Prophecy had 
never been heard of, till after the Captivity, 
or ſome later Period of the Fewiſh Church, 
but as It took its riſe even from Adam, and 
was continu'd down in the ſeveral ſucceſſive 


Ages of the World, We may venture to fay, 


that the Priority in point of Time, was cer- 
tainly in favour of the Scripture-Predictions, 
and the ſubſequent Oracles of the Gentiles 
may with greater Propriety be ſuppos'd to be 
mimick Attempts devis'd by the Pagan Prieſts, 
in Oppoſition to the Jes. 

It may be difficult perhaps to aſcertain pre- 
ciſely the firſt Beginning of Oracles, and of 
the various Arts of Sooth-ſaying, which were 

a P. 89. and again p. 208, | 
adopted 


[3] 
adopted in the Pagan Theology. Citero tells 
Us, that Principles of Divination have pre- 
vaitd” among all Nations, and He inſtances 


particularly 1 in the Afyrians, Agyptians, Cili- 
cians, Prifidians, Pamphyltans, Gracians, Ro- 
mans, Etrurians and Others.” But though 
We make this Conceſſion, it by no means 
follows, that the Scriprure-Oracles were in- 
vented in Conformity to Thoſe of the Gen- 
Ales: All, that can be inferr'd from hence, 
is the Univerſality of Prophetic Sentiments. 
There always was an Inquiſitiveneſs in Man- 
kind, a fond Curiofity of diving into Futuri- 
ty, and of looking into the ſecret Myfteries of 
Time. 

When Pagan Idolatry had ſpread itſelf more 
and more, and Oracles, the ſtrongeſt Barriers 
of It, had almoſt univerſally captivated the 
Minds of the People, It pleas'd God to widen 
the Sphere of Prophecy, as He did in the Days 
of Samuel; and perhaps the Schools of the 
Prophets might be inſtituted with this View, 
as a wiſe expedient to eſtabliſh in the Minds 
of the Jews a Senſe of the Great Jehovah, 


a Vide Nicephorum de Oraculorum, five agen, Origine 
atque auctoribus. Hiſtoria ſuz Lib. 5, Et Van-Dale Diſſer. 
ſecundam de Oraculis p. 209. uſque ad 213. 

b De Divinatione, Lib. 2. 


the 
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che One Supreme and independent Ruler of the 
World, to cruſh the growing Vanities of = 
Heathens, and to triumph over their Hing 
bominations by a more eminent Diſplay of tk 
divine Wiſdom and Power above all the pre- 
tended Gods of the Nations. This was a ſea- 
fonable Interpoſition of the Spirit of God, and 
as this is a Sentiment, that does Honour to 
the Scriptures, ſo no Advantage can be drawn 
from hence to the Cauſe of Infidelity. * 

Secondly, Another Point of View, in which 
the Scripture-Prophecies ought to be conſi- 
der'd, is the Dignity and Importance of the 
Subjects contained in Them: Subjects not tri- 
fling in their Manner, nor unmeaning in their 
End, not about idle inſignificant Facts, the 
caſual Productions of Time and Chance, but 
ſach as relate to the greateſt and moſt diſtin- 
guiſh'd Events of all Antiquity. The moſt 
celebrated Cities, the Pride and Glory of dif- 
ferent Kingdoms (which had an immediate 
Connexion with the Jews} are here delinea- 
ted, as in a Map. The Fate of Nineveb, Ba- 
bylon, Tyre and Agypt, falling from their 


2 The Learned are much divided in their Opinions concern- 


ing ſome peculiar Rites of the Jews, but it ought to be conſi- 
der'd, that a Reference to does by no means imply an Imitation 
EP the Cuſtoms of the Heathess, See Spencer, Shuckford, &c. 


B Heigth 
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Heigth and Splendor, and tumbling into Ruin 
and Deſolation, not only correſponded with 
the Scripture Account, but is confirm'd in all 
Reſpects by the Teſtimony of both antient 
and modern Writers, and in ſuch a Variety 
of Circumſtances, as could be foretold only 
by Him, who preſides over Contingencies, and 
ſees through the Succeſſion of Ages. 

Nor was the Spirit of Prophecy confin'd 
within theſe Limits. Nations at a greater Diſ- 
tance, but in whoſe proſperous, or adverſe 
Fortunes, the Church of God was nearly inte- 
reſted and concern'd, are pointed out in the 
minuteſt Manner, and the ſeveral Forms of 
Adminiſtration, which prevail'd among Them, 
(tho' hinted with Brevity) are expreſs'd with 
the niceſt Preciſion and Exactneſs. Here all 
the great Periods of the Babylonian, Perſian, 
Macedonian and Roman Governments paſs as it 
were in review before Us. * 

The moſt illuſtrious Perſonages, ſuch as 
Cyrus and others, who were the principal 


Engines in bringing about the Works of God, 


a Under the different Emblems, of a Lion with Eagles Wings, 
Bear with three Ribs in the Mouth of It; a Leopard with four 
Wings, and four Heads, and a Beaſt with ten Horus; which in 
Nebuchadnezzar's Viſion was exhibited in the Form of 4 great 
Image. | 

b Ezra i. 1. Iſaiah xliv, 28, 1 Kings xiii. 2. 


are 
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are ſet forth with the ſtrongeſt Diſtinctions of 
Character, even ſome Ages, before They ap- 
pear'd upon the Stage of Action, and in ſo 
Clear and circumſtantial a Manner, that the 
Prophetic Anticipations are real Commentaries 
of their Lives and Actions. 

Of the Jeus eſpecially, as the peculiar Peo- 
ple of God, to Whom the ſacred Oracles were 
immediately directed, We have the Portrait in 
full Proportion. The Propbecies concerning 
Them are very affecting and convincing; They 
unfold ſuch a Train of Events in every Criſis 
of their Republick, as, if rightly conſider'd, 
cannot but give Us the moſt magnificent Ideas 
of the divine Wiſdom; every Part of their 
Conduct is decypher d, and every Turn of For- 
tune, which either did, or ſhall attend them, 
from their going into Ægypt, even to the End 
of the World. We read their Dangers and 
Diftreſſes, their Captivity and Deliverance, 
their Backflidings, Idolatry, and Diſperſions, in 
a great Variety of Deſcription minutely ex- 
tending even to Time and Place. While 10 
Enemy was at their Gates, nor any viſible Pow- 
er to hurt them, Their City and Temple were 
loudly threatned with Deſtruction, and in due 
Seaſon It came upon Them, like a Whirhoind, 
with all the foreboded Horrors, and not one 
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Stone was left upon another. It is very obſer- 
vable, till they had fill'd up the Meaſure of their 
Iniquittes, this dreadful Scene of Deſolation was 
ſuſpended, and till Sbilob came, the Sceptre 
did not depart from Judah. The Hiſtorical 
Narrations of To/ephus Himſelf are not more 
accurate and expreſs, and in the Prophetic 
Language, there is a peculiar Boldneſs much 
more ſtriking and lively. 
But above all, the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
is, the divine Theme of all the Prophets. This, 
if I may fo call It, is the Eye of Prophecy, 
which en/ivens the whole Syſtem, looking 
backwards to the firſt Original, and forwards 
to the great Concluſion, the Alpba and Qme- 
ga, the Beginning and the End of the great 
Oeconomy of Providence. 

It would be too tedious to ſpecify the ſeye- 


ral diſtinctive Characters of the Metab drawn 


at large by the Prophets, concerning His 
Birth, or Family, His Liſe and Offices, His 
Sufferings or Glory, His Death or Triumphs 
over all by His Reſurrection and Aſcenſion : L 
ſhall only obſerve, that all this Variety of Cir- 
cumſtances were wonderfully fulfill'd in Jeſus 
in ſuch an exact Coincidence, and with ſuch 
remarkable S7rohes of Reſemblance, that no 
Man of ſerious Reflection can diſpute his 

Title 
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Title to the Męſfabſbip, as being the Star of 
Jacob, the Shiloh, that was to come, of the 
Root of eſſe, of the Tribe of Fudah, the great 
Preacher of Truth and Righteouſneſs, the De- 
fire and Expect᷑ation of all Nations. 
When the holy Seers of God were big with 
theſe Sentiments, with what Pomp and Ma- 
feſty of Expreflion did They proclaim the glad 
Tidings of Salvation? Such was the power+ 
ful Influence of the Word of God, that it ir d 
the Imaginations of the Prophets, and kindled 
in their Breaſts a Flame of Oratory, above the 
|, Jloftieſt Flights of the Oriental Genius, and 
this heavenly Spirit was farther amplify'd, em- 
bolden'd ws. enforc d * the Dignity of the 
Subject. 

Let any Man now caſt an Eye upon the 
moſt ſolemn Predictions: of the Heathens. 
How mean does the Pythian Prieſteſs appear 
in the midſt of all that ridiculous Pageantry, 
that was caſt about Her? Where is that im- 
ple unaſfected Greatneſs, which adorn'd the 
Prophets of God? The Oracles of the One 
were trifling and phantaſtical, They convey'd 
nothing, that could be of much Utility or 
Importance to Mankind, and ſometimes coun- 
tenanc'd the groſſeſt Vices, ſuch as even de- 
J bas d the Dignity of human Nature: But 

Thoſe 
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Thoſe of the other were' great and venerable 
upon all Accounts, not calculated for Amuſe= 
ment but Edification, and the Truths deliver'd 
were not of a flattering Nature; intended to 
humour the Paſſions, Prejudices, or rooted 
Superſiztions of the People, but ſuch, as de- 
clard the Viſdom of God, the Piety of the 
Prophets, the bleſſed Fruits of Obedience, and 
the pernicious Conſequences of Sin. 

Thirdly, The Scripture- Prophecies come re- 
commended to Us for that free and ingenuous 
Perſpicuity, which is viſible in Them above all 
the Oracles of falſe Prophets, as far as the 
Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things could Pun 
admit. 

Examine into the moſt 2 Predic- 
trons of the Pagans, They were generally ut- 
ter'd in dark ænigmatical Expreſſions, under 
fome falſe Diſguiſe or artful Evaſion, leaſt the 
Event ſhould diſcover their Fraud and Impoſ- 
ture. The Prieſis themſelves were not able 
to explain, upon what Principles they acted, 
and ſome of the Heathens were ſo ridiculous, 


as to ſuppoſe, that the 8 — 


2 T60&Ty T1 u To Ale x T um Ts Jes wed ng & vb, 8 
T uno Aua cee Were d W 018 8p wv. Euſebius De- 
mon. Evang. lib. 5. p. 209. 


proceeded 
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proceeded from E, Vapours and Exlaa/ations 
of the Earth. *, 

But the AE R's are more open 
and explicit, not depending upon human Arts 
and Contrivances, but upon the infallible Dic- 
tates of the Spirit, which ſearcheth all Things, 
yea, the deep Things of God. The moſt ma- 
terial Points, which concern the Jewiſb or the 
Chriſtian Church are drawn at large, without 
Ambiguity, and in the ſtrongeſt Colours. 

Let any Man read the Prophet 1/atah, the 
great Demoſthenes of the Hebrews (as Grotius 
calls Him) He is ſo far from being perplex'd 
and intricate in his Narrations, that there is 
a beautiful Plamneſs and Simplicity in his Stile, 
and in the moſt figurative Part of his Wri- 
tings the Metaphors and Alluſions are, ſome 
taken from common Life, ſome from the Few- 
% Ritual, but theſe are ſuch as are eaſy and 
natural, adapted with great Propriety to. the 
Subject, and expreſſive of its Defign. e 

And the Book of Daniel for the moſt Part is 
ſo far from being abſtruſe and unintelligible, 
that Porphyry conſider d it in another View, 
rather as an Hiſtorical Narrative of paſt Tranſ- 
actions, than a Prediction of Things to come. 


a See Plutarch de defectu Oraculorum, p. 732. b 1 Cor. ii, 


There 


e Vide Hieron, Procemium in Dan. 
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There are indeed a few Paſſages, in which 
the Senſe is clouded and obſcur'd, under the 
Covert of particular Symbols. But the Di#ion, 
though Emblematical, is not out of the Reach 
of a fair Interpretation. The principal Events 
concerning the Riſe and Downfall of the four 
ſecular Monarchies of the World, and the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the tb, or ſpiritual Kingdom of 
the Meſſiah, are deſcrib'd with fuch ſtrong 
Charaferifltical Notes, that the main Drift; 
or grand Deſign cannot eaſily be miſtaken. 

Among ſome Commentators there always 
was, and will be a Difference of Opinion, but 
this Contrariety may be juſtly obſerv'd to pro- 
eeed oftener from the different Turns of dif- 
ferent Syſtematical Writers, than from any real 
OZ/curities in the Prophets. Various Motives 
and Principles have induc'd Men to throw a 
Veil of Myſtery over the Word of Prophecy. 
Some through Indolence and Inattention, O- 
thers, through a particular Bya/s of Sentiment; 
Many, through a Want of Knowledge in H 
fory, and too many, with a worſe Intention, 
to depreciate the Truth of the ſacred Org 
cles. 

But to all ſuch Perſons, whether the Friends 
or Enemies of reveal'd — the Anſwer 
18 eaſy and obvious. 


Ys | If 


OY 
\ 


„L 

If the Prighetic Syſtem was totally involy'd 
in on. Nag and We had no other Standard 
of Truth, It muſt be own'd, that This would 
be an inextricable Labyrinth indeed. 
But We have many other Foundations to 
build our Faith upon, and the Teſtimony of 
Prophecy is attended with every Degree of 


Light, which any reaſonable Perſon can a 


fire, 


Let us look at the 7. hings before Us. How 
hardly do We gueſs aright ? How unable are 
We to ſolve all Dzficulties in the preſent Con- 
flitution of Things? What Abſurdity there- 
fore is it to ſuppoſe, that every Page in the 
Book of Prophecy ſhould be fully open'd to 
our View, when there are ſo many intricate 
Foldings even in the Book of Nature ? 

Great Pains have been taken to wreſ# the 
Screptures, to allegorize their Meaning, and 
then to pretend, that They are incapable of a 
juſt and rational Explication, according to Atrict 
and ſebolaſtic Rules of Criticiſm. There is 
no End of the Excurſions of Fancy, but what 


could the utmoſt Stretch of Infidelity avail ? 


Nothing more, than to produce a few Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture, and inſtead of *pphing Them 


2 Wiſd. ix. 16. 
b The Author of the Grounds and Reaſons, 


to 
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to the NMeſiab, agreeably to the Interpretatiofi 


of Antient eus as well as Chriſtians, to aſ- 


| fert boldly, though without Reaſon, that in 


their primary Senſe, They had only a fngle 
Reference to other reſpective Perſons. But It 
has been often prov'd to the Satisfaction of all 
impartial Enquirers after Fruth, that even 
thoſe Prophecies, upon which ſuch a $S7reſs is 
lay d, are juſtly applicable to CHriſt, and con- 
genial to His Character above all others, and 
though the O4jefor endeavours to entangle 
his Reader in Thorns and Briars, yet all his 
Arts of Sophiftry have been detected, and ex- 
pos'd in their proper Light. 

But ſuppoſe, that the Senſe and Meaning 
of a few Prophecies were hard to be under- 
ſtood, and fo wrapp'd up in Myftery, that They 


have baffled the Pains of the moſt diligent 


and diſpaſſionate Minds, does It follow from 
thence, that no Regard is to be pay'd to ſuch, 
as are clear and intelligible? Is God oblig'd to 
adapt the facred Dialect to the capricious Hu- 
mours of Men? What though ſome particu- 
lar Truths are couch'd in Parables ? though 


a See the Divine Legation of Moſes. Sec. 6. B. 6. The dou- 
ble Senſe of Prophecy is finely illuſtrated, though th a few Pa- 
ges, and prov'd to carry in it a /ogical Propriety, and to be a 73. 
tional Mode of Information. 
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fome are more faintly delineated by A#ions 
or Perſons, under typical Repreſentations, and 
others lye conceal'd even from the Eyes of Men 
and Angeli? b 

It is ſufficient to obſerve, that the very Ge- 
nius of Prophecy ſuppoſes, that different Mea- 
ſures of Light will be thrown upon different 
Predictions, which may often proceed from 
the Nature of the Subject, from the Diſtance 
of Time, the different Idioms of Language, the 
Variety of Cuſtoms, or from the particular Di- 
rection of Divine Wiſdom. But the Foundation 
of God flanadeth fure ; tho His Ways are not as 
our Ways, nor His Thoughts as our Thoughts, 
yet Heaven and Earth ſhall, as ſoon paſs away, 
as one Tittle of his Word ſhall fail. Even the 
darkeſt Parts of the Prophetic Scheme will be 
brought to Light, and accompliſh'd by Him, 
who directs the ſeveral Springs and Movements 
in the Univerſe, and is alone able to control 
Events, and to govern Futurity. There is 
one peculiar Advantage, which greatly opens 
the Way, and tends to the Perſpicuity of the 
Prophetic Writings, and That is, the frequent 
Uſe and Application of /imilar Figures and 
Emblems by different Prophets, ſo that by 
comparing the One with the Other, ſpiritual 
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Things with ſpiritual, We have as it were 4 
Key to the Explication of them. | 

We may farther add, that Some particular 

Truths may be caſt into Shade for many wiſe 
Purpoſes and Providential Reaſons. For if 
every One at firſt Sight could ſurvey the whole 
Scheme in all its Turnings and Windings, and 
look through all the Scenes of Action, how 
often, without the Interpo/itron of Miracles, 
might the Counſels of God be thwarted by 
the Perver/eneſs of Man? The principal Ja- 


feruments in this grand Machinery might en- 


deavour to counteract It, and to retard the 
I heels of Government by many Interruptions. 

It certainly ought to content any ſerious 
Inquirer, that the great Ouz-/mes are ſtruck 
in the moſt deep and viſible Characters, and 
though ſome particular Paſſages may ſeem to 
refer to intermediate Events unknown to Us, 
yet the Ultimate End appears without Emba- 
raſ/ment, in full and open View. 

A Senſe of theſe Things ſhould put a Re- 
ſtraint upon the Ra/ineſs of Man. It ſhould 
not diſcourage our Endeavours to trace the 
Ways of Providence, but ſhould teach Us to 
direct our Searches after Truth with Modeſty 
and Reverence, in a firm Perſuaſion, that 
Bleſſed is He, that readeth, and They, that 


hear 
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hear the Word of Prophecy, and keep: "gh 
Things, which are written therein. * 

Fourthly, Other Points of Excellence . 

liar to the Scripture-Prophecies are their won- 
derful Variety and Extent together with their 
uniform Conſiſtence and Connection with each 
other. 
The Oracular Reſponſes among the Pagans 
were uſually confin'd within a narrow Com- 
paſs of Time and Place. The Cauſes and the 
Effects were at no very diſtant Remove; a 
Knowledge of the One was as a Guide and 
Path to the Other, and as Political Ends re- 
guir'd, It was no difficult Matter to hit upon 
ſome lucky Conjecture, and to frame a Pre- 
diction conformable to Them. 

Indeed among the low ſuperſtitious Vulgar, 
the Sacred College of Augurs were held in pro- 
found Eſteem, as the Supreme Interpreters of 
the Will of Jove, but It is well known, that 
Marcellus and the wiſeſt Romans deſpis d the 
Art, as mere Chicanery and Impaſture. 

a Rev. i. 3. | 

b It was a known Trick in the Roman Senate to put a ſtop to 
Buſineſs by a Pretence, that the Auſpices were not favourable or 
not rightly taken, or to call in the Authority of the Sibhylline 
Boobs, as in the Caſe of Ptolemy, that a King of Agypt ſpould 
not be ſent Home with an Army. 

e There was a warm Diſpute between Marcellus and Appins 


Claudius concerning Divination, They publiſh'd Books on each 
! Side 


[ 22] 


But the Scripture-Prophecies (as has been, 
already hinted) admit of no Limitations. They 
not only contain the Memoirs of Things pre- 
ſent, and the paſt Modes of civil and religious 
Inſtitutions in different Nations of the World, 
but They ſet before Us, as it were in Minia- 
ture, a long Series of Facts to come, a vaſt 
and wonderful Variety of Things, which lay 
buried in the Vomb of Nature, and were not 
to be brought to Maturity, till after the Re- 
volution of many Ages; All in a regular Or- 
der, Some of Them already fullfill'd, Others 
haſtening on towards their Completion, and 
Others, with a ſlower Pace, awaiting the fi- 
nal Conſummation of all Things. 

In the all- comprehenſive Views of the Dei- 
ty, there are no Dijſtinctions of ſhort and long, 
no particular Reſtri#ions of Time or Place, one 
Day with God is as a Thouſand Years, and a 
Thouſand Years as one Day. 

What Room could there be for Colluſion, 
where there were no fimilar Traces of Connec- 
tion, no viſible Concatenation of Cauſes and Ef 
Jes? When the Events foretold were at ſo 
great a Diſtance, what could the utmoſt Ef- 


Side of the Queſtion. The Latter was call'd the Piſdian for his 
{uperſtitious Attachment to the Auſpices &c, See Middleton's Life 
of Cicero, Lib. z. p. 348. 
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forts of human Sagacity avail? The Means 
were greatly diſproportionate to the End, be- 
yond the Reach of all human Power and hu- 
man Foreſight. 

We may farther obſerve, that the Heathen 
Oracles had generally a Reference only to one 
reſpective Circumſtance, as what Cræſus was 
doing at ſuch a critical Fundture, whether 
Peace or War was moſt eligible, or what would 
be the Iſſue of ſuch a particular Expedition. 

Here was no continu'd Chain — no regular 
Succeſſion of Events from Age to Age. The 
chief Subjects of Inquiry extended no farther 
than perhaps to one or two determinate Ob- 
jects near at hand. 

It muſt be allow'd, that Some of the An- 
ſwers given, were very extraordinary, and ſur- 
priſing, but the Whole confider'd together, 
appears as a wild romantic Scene, without 
Order, Proportion, or reciprocal Dependance. 

But the Word of Prophecy both in the old 
and new Teſtament is one uniform Scheme 
of divine Providence; Known unto God are all 
bis Ways from the Beginning. The Colourmgs 
indeed are different, but the Zineaments and 
Features are the ſame ; the whole makes up 
one compleat and finiſh'd Piece, and like the 


2 Vid, Herodotum. Clio, bib. tr. ; | 
Lights 
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Lights and Shades in a Picture, one Part gives 
Strength and Beauty to the other. 

It was carried on by Men of different Ages 
and Countries, of Fudah, Iſrael and Chaldæa, 
and indeed of different Callings and Occupa- 
tions, from the King to the poor Fiſherman, 
from Jaiab, the Delight and Ornament of a 
Court, to Amos a common Herdſman in Tekoa: 
Among Perſons of ſuch various Characters, 
Conditions and Intereſts, no Combination, nor 
Political Contrivance could be form'd. But yet 
We ſee an amazing Analogy in moſt of the 
Predictions of the Prophets. The whole 
| Thread is of one Contexture : The ſame Rays 
of the ſame Sun of Righteouſneſs caſt a Luſtre 
over the whole, and like Lines pointing to 
one common Centre, They all unite in Jeſus. 
If the new Teſtament was not conſiſtent 
with the Old, if the Prophecies of the One 
were ſubverſive of Thoſe of the Other, Both 
would fall to the Ground, or at leaſt, (as 
Truth cannot conſiſt in two Oppoſites) the 
One or the Other muſt be falſe. But what 
can be a ſtronger and more illuſtrious Evi- 
dence of the divine Inſbiration of both, than 
thoſe ſtriking Marks of Reſemblance, which 
are viſible in Them, all harmoniouſly conſpi- 
ring, with uniform Direction towards the ſame 
g | Head 
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Head even Feſus Chriſt, in Whom all the Build. 
ing fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
Temple in the Lord. This happy Conſiſtence is 
viſible in all the Prophets; They derive from, 
and reciprocally beſtow both Light and 
Strength upon each other. 
Thus if We compare the Predictions of 
Daniel, Saint Paul, * and the Revelation of 
St. Fohn, though in that great Variety, the 
Figures and Images are often different, yet the 
Scope and Deſign of them ſo nearly coincide, 
that They are all but ſeveral Parts of one 
great Syſtem, and the beſt Way of coming to 
a right Interpretation of Them, is to place 


them in one View together, and to obſerve, 


from a Parity of Circumſtances, how ſtrongly 
They confirm and illuſtrate each other. 

Buy this Contra-poſition of one Prophecy a- 
gainſt another, what a juſt Arrangement of 
Parts, what a regular and divine Harmony ap- 
pears through an immenſe Space of Time ? 
The rt Seeds and Rudiments, like a grain 
of Muſtard, are ſmall in their Beginning, but 
they gradually unfold and expand themſelves, 
and when grown to their full Maturity and 
TRE Top en r Branc bes sfar and 


* eee Fab Ch. 2. Sec. 3. p. 287. 
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wide, and yield their Fruit for the wy of 
the Nations. 

A Plan fo noble, fo beautiful, and regular 
in all its Parts could be form'd by no Wil 
dom but that, which reaches from one End 
to the other mightily, and ſweetly 4 order all 
Things. * 

Fifthly, The laſt peculiar Excellence of the 
Scripture-Prophecics, which I ſhall mention, 
is the growing Accompliſhment of Them, and 
the Hopes, Comforts and other Advantages de- 
rivd from thence in all Ages of the Church. 
Time is the beſt Criterion of the Truth or 
Falſhood of Prophecy : If the Event does not 
correſpond with the Prediction, this is a cer 
tain Indication of Impoſture ; It cannot come 
from a God of Truth, but muſt be the Reſult 
of a Lying Spirit of Divination : This was 2 
Teſt, which often fore up the very Roots of 
Pagan Oracles. It was this, that caus'd the E- 
vangelical Prophet to give that bold and ſpi- 
rited Challenge to the Idols of the Heathens. 
Produce your Cauſe, ſaith the Lord, bring forth 
your firong Reaſons, ſays the King of Jacob; 
Let Them bring them forth, and ſbe us, what 
Hall happen—ſhew the Things, that are to come 
bereaſter, that We may . chat Fi e are 


LD « Wiſd: vin. 7. 
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Gods — Behold, Ye are of nothing, and your 
Work of 0 ; an Abomination is He, that 
chooſeth You. 

But on the contrary, when the ſecret My- 
fteries of Providence are unveil'd ; when a long 
Series of future, and very diſtant Events are 
expreſly foretold, and circumſtantially come 
to paſs in a regular Succeſſion, what can be 
a more convincing and Illuſtrious Teſtimony of 
the Spirit of God? eſpecially, when conſider'd, 
that the Prophets were Men of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſh'd Prety, that They deliver'd their O- 
racles in the ſacred Name of God, and were 
ſo far from having any /ecular Intereſt in View, 
that They renounc'd all for the giving Hopes 
of the future Kingdom of the Meſiab. 

The Accompliſhment of Prophecy cloſes the 
whole Scene. This is the laſt Seal of the Spi- 
rit. And it affords an rreftible Evidence of 
reveaPFd Religion, which daily accumulates and 
gathers Strength. In this reſpect, ſays a learn- 
ed Writer, as the World groweth older, it 
groweth wiſer. Time, that detracts Something 
From the Evidence of other Writers, is till add- 
ing Something to the Credit and Authority of 
the Prophets. The Unity, Harmony and Pro- 


a Iſai. xli. 21, 22, 23. 
b The 10 Biſhop of London in his Diſcourſes on SER, 
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priety of the divine Scheme clears up more 
and more, and br:ghtens in its Progreſs. 

In every Age of the World, the ſure Word 
of Prophecy had its Uſe. The Sacred Image 
of God was ftamp'd upon It in ſuch ſtrong 
and indelible Characters, that It was ever be- 
held with Awe and Reverence, as a ſtanding 
Monument of divine Providencc : It was the 


great Preſervative of the Faith and Religion 


of the old World: It fix'd and preſerv'd the 
Knowledge of Jehovah, the God of Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob, among the Patriarchs, and 
was the great Pillar and Support of that Vir- 
tue and Piet), that Patience and Perſeverance, 
that Courage and Magnanimity, which ſo emi- 
nently adorn'd thoſe antient Worthies, and are 


particularly recorded in the 11 Ch. of the Ep. 


fo the Heb. 
It was the Light of Prophecy, that 3 d 
away the thick Miſts of Idolatry and Super- 


ſtition. The bleſſed Promiſes, though ſeen a- 
far off, were comfortable Aſſurances, that the 


God of Iſrael was above all the Gods of the 
Nations, and that His Kingdom endureth from 
everlaſting to everlaſting. 


With Regard to the Jews, when They re- 
volted from the Law, and were corrupted in 


their Abominations, with what Ardor and Ve- 
hemence 
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hemence did the Prophets retort upon Them? 
With what Thunder of Eloquence did They 
denounce the future Judgments from Hea- 
ven ? How did They cry aloud, ſpare not, and 
lift up their Voices, like a Trumpet? The Ar- 
rows of the Almighty flew abroad, and all Na- 
ture was repreſented as trembling under the 
convulfive Pangs of approaching Death. 

The Figures are inimitably bold, but not 
too ſtrong to expreſs the Terrors of an offend- 
ed God. There is a true Pathos in all their 
Deſcriptions : Every Emotion of the Soul is 
touch'd with the niceſt Delicacy. Their Di- 
greſiont, tho' ſudden, are yet natural, and 
their Repetitions are not vain and uſeleſs Tau- 
tology, but give a wonderful Force and Energy 
to their thoughts : There are indeed ſome 
Breaks and Interruptions in the Prophetic 
Dialect, which, if not ſtrictly regular, are by 
no means confus d, not, like the Leaves of the 
Stbyls, * ſcatter d and diſorder d, but the very 
Chaſms are filld up with uſeful Inſtructions, 
ſuch as diſcoyer the nobleſt Sallies of Imagi- 
nation, as well as the genuine Dictates of the 
true Spirit of God. Upon every Subject, there 


Foliis tantum ne carmina manda, 
Ne turbata volent rapidis Ludibria Ventis. ; 
Virgil. Lib. 6. v. 74. 
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is a peculiar Sublimity of Sentiment, as well 


as Expreſſion — and particularly, their Songs 


of Praiſe and Thankſgiving are noble and ele- 
vated beyond the utmoſt Efforts of human 
Compoſition, like the ſharp Sword mention'd 
by Solomon, They touch the Heaven, and fiand 
ap Earth. * 

In what a different Light do the lying Va- 
nitics of the Heathens ſhew themſelyes ? In 
what low and inſipid Strains were their Ora- 
cular Reſponſes given, whether in Proſe or 
Doggrel Verſe? Are Caves and Grotto's the 
proper Centre of Inſpiration ? Are the Ar- 


tificial Motions of lifeleſs Images, the Nods of 


Jupiter Ammon, or the wild enthufiraſtick Rage 
of a. fibtitious Priefteſs, under a religious Phren- 
S, tearing her Hair, ſwelling and foaming at 
the Mouth, and cutting her Fleſh, Are theſe 
Marks of a divine Spirit? What certainty 
could be drawn from Sacrifices, Lots, Charms 
and Fncantations ? What reaſonable Deduc- 


a Wiſd. xviii. 16, 

b See Cotta's Queſtion in Cicera to the Collector's of 4. 
elles Offering. 1f He were a God, why did He FRE Him- 
ſelf in the Bowels of the Earth? | 

C — Ea fræna furenti 

Concutit, et ſtimulos ſub pectore vertit Apollo. 
Ut en ceſſit Furor, et rabida Ora quĩèrunt. 
Virg. En. 6. 102. 
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tions could be made from the Flight of Birds; 


the Entrails of Beaſts, the ominous Appearantes 
of the Heavens, from 7. hunger, Lightning, and 
Earthquakas ? 

One would imagine, that Men, who built 
their Hopes on ſuch v#onary Things, be- 
liev'd, as Cicero obſerves, that the Loſs of 
common Senſe was the only Inlet to divine In- 
preſſions. 

But the Scripture-Prophecies were deliver d 
openly and ingenuouſly, without reſerve or 
diſguiſe, without fanatic Rants, affected Geſ- 
tures, or violent Contortions. The Spirits. of 
the Prophets, ſays St. Paul, were ſubjet# to 
the Prophets: They were under due and ra- 
tional Reſtraints : The natural Powers of the 
Mind cooperated with the divine and ſuper- 
natural Gifts of the Spirit, tho vehement, yet 
not enthuſiaſtic, tho' animated with Z cal, yet 
ſweeten' d with Charity. 

The moſt gracious Promiſes, the moſt tre- 
mendous Threats, the moſt pious Exhorta- 
tions, and the divineſt Precepts of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs are ſo happily blended and in- 


a Quaſi verò quĩdquam fit tam valdè, quam nihil fapere, pul- 
gare; or in another paſſage, Quid habet Auctoritatis Furor Ife, 
quem Divinam vocatis, ut que ſapiens non videt, ea videat In- 


Hanus, et Is, qui humanos fenſus amiſerit, divinos aſſecutus fit? 
De Divinat, lib, 2. 
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terwoven with their Predictions, that the 


Manner as well as the Matter is wonderful 
and excellent; and conſider d jointly together, 
They can be no other, than the infallible O- 
racles of God Himſelf, whoſe Works are done 
in Judgment from the Beginning, and from the 
Time He made them, He diſpos'd the Parts 
thereof. * 

Theſe Things were written not only for the 
Ediſication of Thoſe, who were cotemporary 
with the Prophets, but for our Admonition 
likewiſe, upon whom he Ends of the World 
are come, that through Patience and "x: omfort 
of the Scriptures, We might have Hope. 


As to ourſelves, We have reaſon to rejoyce, 
yea ! and We do rejoyce. Many Prophets and 


righteous Men have defird to ſee the Things, 
which We ſee, and have not ſeen them, and to 
hear the Things, which We hear, and have not 
Beard them. * It is our pecular Happineſs, 
upon Whom the Latter Days are come, to 


behold the Glory of the Lord in its Riſe, and 


Progreſs ſtill 1 . and going unto Per- 


Fection. 


The Spirit ſpeaketh more expreſiy to Us. 


Many of the darkeſt Mazes of Prophecy are 


now unravell'd, and the gradual Completion 


r Eccl. xvi. 26, b Rom. xv, 4. © Matt. xiii. 17, 
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of Things paſt is an Anchor of the Soul, both 
fare and fledfaſt : It confirms our Hopes, diſſi- 
pates our Fears, and fills us with a certain 
Aſſurance, that the Things not yet come to 
paſs, will in due Seaſon be fulfill'd : For a 
ſtanding Memorial of the Truth of Prophecy, 
We need go no farther than to the preſent 
State of the Fes; We ſee them become an 
Aſtoniſhment, a Proverb and a by-word among 
all Nations, * without any civil or religious 
Eſtabliſhment, diſpers'd as Strangers and So- 
journers over the whole Earth. We behold 
Them even Face to Face, before our Doors, 
with every Mark of Diſtinction according to 
the Prophets, ſcatter'd abroad, as the Duft, 
but ſtill ſubſiſting, and providentially preſerv d, 
as bearing a ſignal Teſtimony, even Gm 
their Wills, to the Religion of Jeſus. 

And eſpecially, the Romiſh Church affords 
Us a moſt ſtriking and convincing Pledge, that 
God zs true, though all Men are Liars. View 
the boaſted Hrerarchy of that Church, its 1do- 
latry and Superſtition, its Lies and Frauds, its 
pretended Viſions and Miracles, its Lording 
over the Heritage of God. How minutely and 
emphatically were theſe Things deſcrib'd by 
the Prophets? Is ig poflible to conceive a 


a Deut. xxviii. 37. 
greater 
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greater Likeneſs ? Even the Time, when theſe 


Innovations ſhould infeſt the Church, as well 


as the Place, where theſe Corruptions and A- 
bominations ſhould prevail, are pointed out in 
the cleareſt Light, and i in every 1 9 
cumſtance. 

The true and genuine Character of che Pope 
Himſelf, under the Title of the little Horn' by 
Daniel, of Anti- chriſt and the Man of Sin by 
St. Paul, is drawn with ſuch Marks of Afin- 
Y, and ſuch a ſurpriſing Force of Expreſſion, 
that no modern Hiſtorian could preſent Him 
to Us with more Precifion and Exactneſs. 

Thus the Word of Prophecy ts as @ Light 


ſhining in a dark Place, and It fhineth more 


and more until the perje# Day, until that ſo- 


lemn Day, when Human Nature will be re- 


ſtor'd to its original Purity and Perfection, 
when according to the ſolemn Predictipns of 
the Prophets, the Earth ball be filled with 
the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters co- 
ver the Sea, the Heathens ſball be converted, 
the Kingdom of: Iſrael reſtor d, and univerſal 
Love and Harmony abound, Peace ſhall extend 
herſelf, like @ River, and the Glory of the Gen- 


' tiles, like a flowing Stream. 


a Iſai. Ixvi. 1 2. 


When 


I 


IE 


E21 

When the Church of Cbriſt ſhall be adorn d 
with every Kind of Excellence, with inward 
and outward Splendor, without Spot, or Wrin- 
Ale, or any ſuch Thing. Truth, like a tender 
Plant, ſhall ring out of the Earth, in all its 
Majeſtick Plainneſs, and Righteouſneſs ſhall look 
down from Heaven with the divine . Light of 


its Countenance. In a Word, as St. John de- 
ſcribes this great Period, the Myſtery ſhall be 


finiſh d — Satan ſhall be bound, and the King- 


doms of this World ſhall become the Kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Chriſt, * 

Such are the blefſed Earneſts of the Spirit 
of God. Theſe noble and glorious Proſpects 
carry Us {till farther, not only to contemplate 
the Unity, the Increaſe and Perſeverance of 
Chriſt's v/b/e Church, but the final Comple- 
tion, and eternal Triumphs of It in the new 
Heavens and new Earth, wherein dwelleth 


Righteouſneſs. 


a Rev, xi. 15. 
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